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Azur , Aeros and Dial-Wika GRS — AZUR 


Azur, meaning “blue”, also called German Research Satellite 
(GRS), was launched into a near-polar orbit on November 7, 
1969. 


A joint effort by NASA and the German Bundesministerium 
fur Wissenshaftliche Forschung (BMWF), Azur carried seven 
instruments designed to acquire data on the terrestrial radi- 
ation belt. The satellite was in the form of a cylinder with a 
blunt cone at one end. Azur has not been found on any * Magnetic Stabilization Along Earth's Lines of Force 
. ~ © Study Earth's Radiation, Aurorae & Solar Particles 

postage stamps, but launch covers do exist. The authors also 

know of three non-launch covers (one from French Guyana, 
1979 and the other two from West Germany, 1966 and 
1968, whose cachets depict Azur. 



























German Research 
Satellite 


Cf. http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/hillger/Azur.htm N26 99 D 






First satellite in a cooperative 
space program between the Federal 
Republic of Germany & the U.S 


There were two Aeros satellites: Aeros-1 was launched on 
December 16, 1972, and Aeros-2 was launched on July 16, 
1974. 


Both satellites were cylindrical, about 0.9 m in diameter and 
0.7 m long. The five experiments they carried were designed to 
study the upper atmosphere and ionospheric F region, 
especially with regard to the influence of solar UV radiation. 
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Aeros is found on only one postage stamp issued by 
Czechoslovakia in 1975 (s. 
2026). It is also found on 
the non-launch cover from Postleitzahi 
French Guyana mentioned 
in the previous paragraph 
JILKés s as well as on the cancel on 
ČESKOSLOVENSKO some Aeros launch covers. 
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Vandenberg Air Force Base, Cal. 
July 16, 1974 
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See http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/hillger/Azur.htm for more illustrations 
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Dial-Wika, a joint French-German effort, was 
launched on March 10 , 1970 along with Dial- 
Mika. The name Dial- Wika is a contraction 
from the French word ‘Diamant’ (diamond) 
and the German words ‘Allemand’ and 
‘Wissenschaft’ (scientific knowledge) and 
‘Kapse!’ (capsule). 


The slight difference in the name Dial-Mika 
comes from the German word ‘Mini’ (small). 
Dial-Wika was designed to study time and 
space variations of the local electron density 
and geocoronal Layman-alpha radiation 
density, while Dial-Mika was to monitor the 
performance of the three-stage Diamant- B 
launch vehicle. The Dial-Wika satellite was 
commemorated on several postal items 
issued in 1970 by France and Ras Al Khaima, 
many of which featured the launch rather 
than the satellite itself. No postal items are 
known to show the Dial-Mika satellite. 


Cf: http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/ 
hillger/Azur.htm#dial-wika_covers 


Below drawings by Mark Wade from 
Encyclopaedia Astronautica of the Diamant 
rocket family. 
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CENTRE SPATIAL GUYANAIS 
MISE SUR ORBITE DU SATELLITE 
DIAL 
PAR FUSÉE DIAMANT "B" 

LE IO MARS 1970 


ASSOCIATION SPORTIVE ET CULTURELLE DU CNES 
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Première satellisation à partir du 
centre spatial de Kourou, apogée de 
l'orbite 1633 Km, périgée 319 Km, 
inclinaison de l'orbite sur le plan 
de l'équateur 5,41 degrés. 


Enveloppe coumémorant le premier tir de la 
fusée Francaise Diamant B. 


Prenière satelliastion A partir du 
centre spatial de Kourou, apogée de 
l'orbite 1633 Ke, périgée 319 Ka, 
inclineieos do l'orbite sur le plan 
de l'équateur 5.41 degrés. 
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